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Alscot Estate wins Gold in the Royal Agriculture Society of England’s awards for Landowners.
The winner of the Bledisloe Gold Medal for Landowners 2011 has been awarded to Emma Holman-West’s Alscot Estate. The prestigious medal is awarded to a landowner who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in the successful management and development of an agricultural estate in England. 

Set in 4,000 acres of beautiful Warwickshire countryside, mainly within the parish of Preston-on-Stour, Stratford-upon-Avon, Alscot, a thriving country estate has been in the West family for over two hundred years. Alscot passed into Emma’s family in 1747 when it was purchased by James West, MP, Joint Secretary to the Exchequer. Emma is the ninth generation to call Alscot Park home and through  Emma’s leadership and innovation has adapted and changed to suit 21st century needs and those of the local community. 

Some 3,500 acres of land are let for arable and pasture land; the estate has ten agricultural tenants on a variety of agreements including around 200 acres of vegetables crops for which two reservoirs have been built. There are 300 acres of woodland under active management.

Today, the estate headed by Emma, employs 45 skilled people. The estate’s portfolio includes residential and commercial properties with around 80 business premises ranging from 500 sq ft to 150,000 sq ft and comprise offices, workshops, warehouses, industrial and manufacturing spaces, employing over 700 people on site. 
There are 120 residential properties ranging from small cottages to large 7 bedroom houses. These properties, in the main estate villages of Preston on Stour, Atherstone on Stour and Alderminster, are a mix of short and long term tenancies, with some houses occupied by third or fourth generation families. Again, there has been a rolling programme of refurbishments over the years and it is estimated that there are still another 20 residential buildings to convert.
The Village Hall, used by a children’s playgroup among others, was remodelled with the aid of a Millennium Grant by the Alscot maintenance team and features trusses made from oak trees grown on the Estate.  The village post-office is subsidised to open twice a week to assist the local community. 
By January 2012, Alscot aim to be in a position to offer complete high speed broadband, telephonic and IT services through the service provider, offering improved performance and efficiency to estate based companies and local residents, in turn this will give opportunities to reduce tenant overheads. Photovoltaic cells are already used on a commercial development and a wind-turbine project is in the planning and development stages.
The estate also has an award winning pub, The Bell at Alderminster, which has recently scooped two awards in its own right ‘Gastro Pub of the Year’ and ‘Alfresco Dining Pub of the Year’ in national industry awards. Ninety-seven per cent of the food is produced locally, much of the lamb, beef and game come from the estate itself, along with vegetables and flowers that are grown in the Kitchen garden at Alscot Park.
On receiving the news that Alscot had been awarded the Bledisloe Gold Medal, Emma commented, “It is amazing to be recognised within the industry in this way. Alscot is a team and everyone connected has played a part in this fantastic achievement.”
The medal will be presented to Emma in February 2012.

Ends

For more information:

Contact: Helen Youle

Tel: 01789 450451, helen@alscot.co.uk
